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April to June, 2007: Ware County Fire

Firefighters used bulldozers to widen fire breaks that were protecting the
small community of Manor from a wildfire that had blackened more than 86
square miles of forest in southeast Georgia in one week.

The fire was started April 16 by a fallen power line that ignited tinder-dry
trees near the sprawling Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge. It eventually
burned >600,00 acres in Georgia and Florida.
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A fire break 12 miles or 20 kilometers long was bulldozed through the pine
forest to protect the city of Waycross, but there were breaches of the line.

The governor of Georgia made a disaster declaration, making Ware and
Brantley counties eligible for government aid.
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By June 22, the wildfires in Georgia were largely contained. The

containment came after beneficial, heavy rain blanketed the region from
Tropical Storm Barry (2007) in June 2007.
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