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“…..swept away  a hideous plague……” 



This is The Story of Clara Maass 

Stanton E. Cope, PhD 
Captain, Medical Service Corps, United States Navy 
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AMCA 2011 



Aftermath………..and Then Tragedy 
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•  Born 28 June 1876 – East Orange, NJ 

•  Oldest of Nine Children 

•  Age 15 – Left School 

•  Newark German Hospital – Nursing 

•  1898 – Head Nurse at Age 21 

 

Newark German Hospital 



•  Contract Nurse for Army 

•  Jacksonville, FL; Savannah, GA; Santiago, Cuba – Discharged Feb 1899 

•  November 1899 - Philippines 

 

Clara Maass 





•  Returned to Cuba – Las Animas Hospital 

•  19 participants 

•  Only Woman and Only American 

•  Numerous bites during May, June and July 

•  Negative Results 

Clara Maass 



•  Last Bite 14 August 1901 

•  Sequence of Infection in volunteers 

•  18 August – Illness 

•  24 August – Death 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“God will care for me in the yellow  

fever hospital the same as if I were  

Home.  I will send you nearly all I  

Earn, so be good to yourself and the 

Two little ones.  You know I am the 

Man of the family, but do pray for me.” 



New York Journal 

26 August 1901 



Fairmount Cemetery 

Newark, NJ 
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First Day Issue 



“An American Heroine- 
Clara Louise Maass” 




