Problem and Emerging
Ant Pests In Georgla

Daniel R. Suiter
University of Georgia

Department of Entomology
Griffin, GA



Velvet Ants (Cow Killers)...Are Not Ants!

o Wingless, solitary,
parasitic wasp.

e May Inflict painful
sting If handled.

o Commonly parasitize
cicada killers and
other large wasp
species (Hymenoptera: |=
Sphecidae). R




Ant Control

Alter environment/ correct conducive conditions
(cut branches, remove leaf
litter & debris, dry the environment)

Baits (gel, granule, liquid, and station)
minimize exposure and are target-specific.

To a lesser extent liquid sprays (spot spray
to nests) and granular formulations
(broadcast) to grass.



Argentine Ants
(#1 nuisance ant pest in GA)

Termidor spray outside only (primarily);
expose nests in mulch and spray (no
more than 1 gal); spray trailing ants.

Bait inside as needed.
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Rain Causes Argentine Ants to Move, but
Drought Drives Them Indoors for Water







Tawny Crazy Ants

(#1 emerging nuisance ant pest in GA;
sporadic In South and Southeast GA)

Termidor spray outside, baits inside and outside
as needed.

First GA find in Albany (August 2013)
Camden and Glynn Counties (August 2014)



Tawny Crazy Ant

Nylanderia fulva
(aka Raspberry Crazy Ant, Hairy Crazy Ant, Caribbean Crazy Ant)

e Introduced into FL and TX
from South America.

* Major pest where found
(FL, TX, AL, MS, LA,
GA).

August 2013 Albany, Georgia

August 2014
Camden & Glynn Counties



Dense pubescence

Photo by Joe A. MacGown
Mississippi Entomological Museum

Tawny Craz

Raspberry Craz
Hairy Crazy
Caribbean Cre

1.0 mm
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August 2014 TCA Find
Camden
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Distribution of Nylanderia fulva in US

M First record from Us, 1953 US county records by 2004

US county records, 2004-2012 B US county records, after August 2013




Tawny Crazy Ant
Camden County, GA
August 2014




Camden County GA
' August 2014
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- Tawny Crazy Ant
Camden County, GA
August 2014




Tawny Crazy Ant
Albany, GA
August 2013
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Slide courtesy of Faith Oi and
D. Calibeo, Univ Fla

Navy Fueling Depot
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Black Carpenter Ants
Florida Carpenter Ants

Gel bait placed where ants are
foraging at night. Apply the amount
that would fit on a nickel.

Liquid balits to a lesser extent.
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Permanent Tralils
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Carpenter Ant Nest Sites

Deliver Granular & Gel Baits from Piles
Hardwood

Ants foraging indoors
from a nest in a tree outside

Permanent

\ Trail

Nest in Tree



I\/IaxForce Carpenter Ant Balt Gel
(0.001% fipronil)
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1,000+ Dead Carpenter Ants

axForce Gel
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Carpenter f Bait Gel
(0.01% thiamethoxam)
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Advion Carpenter Ant Bait Gel
(0.05% Indoxacarb)



Mound Ants

Formcia spp.



Mound Ants
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Mound Ants #

Formica spp.
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Mound Ant Baiting:

Advance granules and MaxForce gel




Mound Ant Baiting:

Advance Granules and MaxForce Gel
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STEFAR

Texas “Two Step”






Acrobat Ants

Baits inside & outside.

Remove tree branch and
wire contacts with building.



- ;
e
rg y

-
g

e L S

ODC

P
>

it Ant

t

s M\:

. Abr,ob-a

nests 1nsi
' on.

~INsSu
e

I*at

*

-

F



e Debris is often chewed
Insulation and:

— Can contain insect
















Pachycondyla chinensis

Asian Needle ant

e SE Distribution: AL,
FL, GA, NC, SC, TN
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Pachyconayla chinensis

Asian Needle ant




The Asian
Needle ant
nests in and

under yard
debris.



Brachymyrmex patagonicus

Dark Rover ant

e SE Distribution: AL,
AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, .~ Statewide in GA Yet?
NC, SC e e e

e Origin: Argentina,
Neotropics

1.0 mm

J. MacGown, Miss Ent Museum






Photo by Joe MacGown

Dark Rover Ant

Brachymyrmex patagonicus

« Native to Argentina; first reported from the U.S. in’ Louisiana.

e Since its initial report, Dark Rover ants have become Well established
and abundant in the Gulf Coast region, and still appear to be
Spreading.

« It has become a nuisance pest with occasional large infestations in
homes, hospitals, and various other businesses.



Photo by Joe MacGown

Dark Rover Ant Nests

Brachymyrmex patagonicus

In soil at bases of plants (including trees),
under objects on the ground, in leaf litter, in
rotting wood, under bark of trees, in grass
thatch, in landscaping mulch, in trash piles, in
structures of buildings, etc.



M

\ vl B8 e dn

St gt’.x_ A

Dark Rover Ant

Brachymyrmex patagonicus
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Structural Pest Control
Training Center: 2013




Structural Pest Control
Training Center: 2013



Ultrasonic Devices:

Do Not Repel or Control Pests'

ADVANCED ((ULTRASONIC)) PEST REPELLER

DRIVES AWAY RATS, ROACHES,
MICE, MORE... GUARANTEED!

Environmentally safe for
humans and pets

= NO POISON

[ NO TRAPS

i 100% EFFECTIVE

llll'l

@ Now repel unwanted pests irum your home safely!

TE{:-.*ml;Hlu'.- update...powerful ultrasonic wave |I1r||||l pests

Maintenance free...s
Silently protects




Recent EPA Label Changes to Impact
Perimeter Pest Management

 |n California, pesticides in water have led to
restrictions on product use around homes.

* The climate of bee protection, including the
“Oregon Incident”, has led to EPA restrictions on

the use of neonicotinoids (soon these restrictions
will be for all spray products, says EPA).

* Fewer basic manufacturers developing fewer
active Ingredients (cost prohibitive).
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