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FIFRA: Federal Insecticide, Fungicide & 
Rodenticide Act (1947)

• Federal law that regulates 
production, distribution, sale, use & 
disposal of pesticides

• Administered by EPA

• EPA registers pesticide products for 
use & distribution

– EPA-approved labeling has 
the force of law!



GDA Pesticide Laws and Regulations

• Agriculture Rule 40-21 (Pesticide Use and 
Application)

Georgia Pesticide Use and Application Act of 
1976

• Agriculture Rule 40-11 (Economic Poisons)

Georgia Pesticide Control Act of 1976

• Agriculture Rule 40-23 (Prevention of Ground 
and Surface Water Contamination)

Georgia Anti-Syphon Device Act



Georgia Pesticide 
Control Act of 
1976

 Register all pesticides for sale or 
distribution in Georgia

 License restricted use pesticide 
dealers

 Annual license that expires on 
December 31st

 $55 fee per year

 Required for each location or 
outlet from which restricted 
use pesticides are distributed

 Recordkeeping requirements 
for RUP sales (kept for 2 
years):

 Name of applicator

 Certification #

 Date of purchase

 Brand name of product

 Quantity purchased



Federal 

Pesticide 

Updates and 

The Potential 

Impacts



EPA and 

the ESA

 Endangered Species Act, Section 711 of 

PRIA 5 directs EPA to include as part of its 

registration review measures to reduce 

the effects of such pesticides on listed 
species or their critical habitats. The 

deadline is October 1, 2026.

 EPA must take input from the U.S. 

Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, 

and the Interior and the Council on 

Environmental Quality into account.



 Blanket approach through Mitigation Strategies

 Final Herbicide Strategy released on August 
20, 2024.

 Final Rodenticide Strategy released on 
November 22, 2024.

 Final Insecticide Strategy released April 29, 
2025.

 Draft Fungicide Strategy expected during 2025.

 Additional strategies will follow as 
guidelines during the registration review 
process.

 Nothing new (ESA-wise) is required of an 
applicator/grower until the label 
language on the container that they 
have in their possession includes that 
language. ESA will affect applicators 
through the label.

ESA 

Approach



ESA Bulletins 

Live Two

 EPA continues to complete Endangered 
Species Act consultations and update 
the Bulletins Live! Two system with 
additional geographically specific use 
limitations that may be applicable to 
your pesticide product in the future. 
Therefore, before you apply a 
pesticide, check to see if new or 
additional directions for the product 
have been added to Bulletins Live! 
Two. It's important to note that you 
have a six-month window to obtain a 
bulletin before you apply a pesticide 
(e.g., you can obtain a bulletin 
January 1-July 1 if you plan to apply 
the pesticide on July 1).

 https://www.epa.gov/endan
gered- species/bulletins-live-
two-view-bulletins
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Bulletin 

Results



Bilingual Label Language

  The EPA will start requiring bilingual safety information 

on all pesticide labels (Spanish added).  

 Tiered phase over an 8-year period based on product 

toxicity.

 Most likely see QR Codes or links used to direct users to this 

information virtually off the physical label. 



Pesticide Product 
Updates



Malathion

 In 2017, EPA released a biological evaluation for 
malathion under the ESA that found that malathion is 
likely to adversely affect listed species and their critical 
habitats. As a result of these findings, EPA entered into 
required consultation with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(collectively, the “Services”). The Services developed 
biological opinions that required mitigation measures for 
malathion to protect these species and habitats.

 EPA implemented these measures on all 
malathion labels in August 2023. In April 2024, 
the Bulletins Live! Two website with maps 
showing geographically specific limitation areas 
for malathion use became available to the 
public.

 In March 2024, EPA released an updated draft human 
health risk assessment (HH DRA). The updated draft 
HH DRA found no human health risks of concern for 
malathion when used according to label 
instructions.

 Proposed Interim Decision

 EPA did not find potential human health risks of 
concern when malathion is used in accordance 
with its current label, but did identify potential 
ecological risks of concern, even after 
considering the measures that EPA has adopted 
to protect listed species and their habitats. The 
PID is proposing mandatory spray drift language 
for boomless ground applications (e.g., one or 
two nozzles spraying laterally from an all-
terrain vehicle) and updated advisory spray drift 
language for all spray applications

 The Agency accepted public comments on the 
malathion PID  during the summer of 2024.

 Final Review Decision still Pending



24c SLN Label for Malathion in GA



Methomyl

  All methomyl products are 
now classified as Restricted 
Use Pesticides (RUPs).  This 
change specifically impacts 
Golden Malrin Fly Bait (EPA 
Reg. No. 2724-274), as it 
was previously a General 
Use Pesticide (GUP) in most 
states and is now 
reclassified as a Restricted 
Use Pesticide (RUP) by 
EPA.  This change became 
effective July 29, 2025.  

https://www.starbarproducts.com/all-products/baits/-/media/3FCA8D90D918464A93E0EE4BCE3DDB2A.ashx


Certification 

& Training 

Rule Changes 

Summary

minimum age

EPA mandated all states, territories, and tribes to standardize

Enhances applicator competency standards to ensure RUPs are used safely.

Establishes a nationwide minimum age (18) for certified applicators and persons working 
under their direct supervision.

Establishes a maximum recertification interval of 5 years for commercial and private 
applicators.

Requires specialized certifications for people using specific application methods (fumigation 
and aerial).

Establishes protection for noncertified applicators by requiring training before they can 
use RUPs (under the direct supervision of a certified applicator). Noncertified 
applicators have to complete the training outlined in the rule, complete Worker 
Protection Standard handler training, or complete a program approved by the state.

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/certification-standards-pesticide-applicators


Certification 

& Training of 

Pesticide 

Applicators – 

Federal Rule 

Revisions

 Dealer Recordkeeping 

Requirements:

 Address of residence or 

principal place of 

business

 Expiration date of 

certification

 Certification 

category(ies) relevant to 
the pesticide bought

 EPA registration #



Certification of Pesticide 
Applicators

• EPA established standards for state 
agencies to create pesticide 
applicator certification programs

• In Georgia, the primary pesticide 
regulatory authority is the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture

• Two types of certified applicators under Ag 
Inputs (5-year license):

➢ Private applicators

➢ 3 hours CEUs

➢ Commercial applicators

➢ 6-10 hours CEUs depending on 
category



Georgia Pesticide Use &
Application Act of 1976

• Monitor the use of pesticides in a variety of 
pest management situations, such as:
– Commercial mosquito control
– Lawn care/landscaping
– Forestry
– Right-of-way
– Public Health

• License pesticide applicators and pesticide contractors
• Required for any person engaged in the business of applying 

pesticides to the lands/properties of another for a fee
• Annual license fee of $55 (renewed December 31st)
• Must have at least one commercial pesticide applicator employed full-

time



Commercial 
Applicator 
Testing

 Register @ 
gapestexam.com

 Select location & time

 Study materials

 County Agent 
Office

 UGA Extension

 UGA PSEP Website

 Testing fee $45

 2.5-Hour Time Limit

 70% or higher



Who To 

Contact 

About Your 

License

Questions regarding renewal, payment, or 
verification documents:

Contact GDA Call Center: 404-586-1411, 

 or toll-free 855-424-5423

Email-GDALicensing@agr.georgia.gov

Send them an email to keep your address, 
phone, email, etc., up to date.

Questions regarding testing, credit hours, rules & 
regulations:

Ag Inputs: 404-656-4958 Shavonne Smith

email: AgPest@agr.georgia.gov

Structural: 404-656-3641

email: Pest@agr.georgia.gov

mailto:GDALicensing@agr.georgia.gov
mailto:AgPest@agr.Georgia.gov
mailto:Pest@agr.georgia.gov


Mosquito 

Control

Current 

License 

Numbers

 Mosquito Control Commercial 
Pesticide Contractors

 995 

 Cat 41 Pesticide Applicators

 1,466

 Cat 31 Pesticide Applicators

 51

Why It Matters?

 Mosquito control helps protect 
public health, prevent nuisance 
populations, and balance 
environmental and community 
concerns.  

 However, mosquito control 
work is also highly visible. 

 We average at least five calls a 
week to our pesticide 
complaint line during spray 
season.

 Mistakes during applications 
can potentially lead to 
enforcement.



Recordkeeping For Commercial

Applicators (GA Rule 40-21-5)

• Date & time of application

• Name of person for whom applied

• Location of application site

• Crop or target to which applied

• Size of area treated, or total pesticide 

applied

• Target pest

• Pesticide used and application rate

• Type of equipment used

• Name of applicator

*Additional records can be beneficial to the 

applicators in complaint situations. 

 **Maintain records for two years.



Posting & Pesticide Application 

Information for Customers.

 Address and area treated

 Name, phone number, 

and company name

  Name of Technician

 Pesticide (Brand Name) 

applied.

 Date of pesticide 

application.4” x 5” for landscape applications

8” x 10” for golf courses 

*The yellow flag 

generally, measures

4 inches long x 4 inches tall



Safety 
Issues and 
Common 
Errors

Poor pesticide storage 
practices or disregard of 

label directions for 
storage.

Storing or selling 
pesticides in any 

container other than the 
original container.

Not following label 
information on PPE and 
other safety issues you 

need to be aware of such 
as environmental and 

human hazards.

Not following the label 
and using the correct 
application rate. Or the 
application site isn’t on 
the label.

• Always Read the Label First!



Pesticides in 
Food 
Containers…

  Are a leading cause 

of accidental 

poisonings

 The consequences can 

be irreversible

 Keep pesticides in 

original containers



What to expect during an 
inspection…





Protect Pollinators 

While Applying

Bees and other pollinators are relatively sensitive 
to most pesticides, especially mosquito control 
products. 

 Pollinator Complaints are a hot-button issue, 
particularly among hobby beekeepers who 
tend to be in more residential areas. 

 You must follow label instructions for 
protecting these species

 General guidelines for protecting pollinators

 Spray early morning or late evening to 
avoid pollinators, NOT at your 
convenience.

 Applications during periods of bee 
activity will likely result in bee kills.

 Bee kills can lead to complaints against 
you and to regulatory fines, lawsuits, 
loss of reputation, and other negative 
consequences.



Advancing Stewardship 
through Mapping

Georgia 2024 Intro



What Does FieldWatch Do?
FieldWatch® is a non-profit company that develops and operates online mapping 
registries to advance stewardship and protect biodiversity. These registries show 
applicators where organic crops, specialty crops and apiaries are located to prevent damage 
from spraying pesticides.

It is theONLY national crop registry. Opt-in is voluntary and access is free.
DriftWatch®,BeeCheck® and CropCheck® are web-based mapping tools created to 
allow growers and beekeepers to map their sites as well as input their crop, apiary and 
contact information.

FieldCheck® is the one-stop shop ALL ACCESS portal for applicators to access grower and
apiary locations to make the most informed and up-to-date decisions.
SeedFieldCheck is a program in Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Nebraska that 
communicates the presence of seed field workers to pesticide applicators.

Formed in 2008 by Purdue University and interested agriculture stakeholder groups, 
FieldWatch is funded by state departments of agriculture, corporate sponsors across the 
agriculture value chain, and producer and applicator members.



Complaint

Investigations

Causes: Drift, Runoff, 
Baiting, Poisoning 

(intentional or not), 
Unlicensed Persons, Illegal 
Sale/Use/Storage/Disposal, 

etc.

Usually involves some 
adverse/undesired affect 
on environment or human 

and/or animal health



 Examples of unlawful acts under FIFRA and Georgia 
law:

 distributing an unregistered pesticide

 refusing to keep complete records or permit 
inspections

 providing an RUP to a noncertified applicator

 making an application in a careless or reckless 
manner

 using a pesticide in any manner inconsistent 
with the labeling

 Can result in a monetary penalty and/or the 
revocation of pesticide licenses…

 If escalated to EPA, they can assess criminal and 
civil penalties

 Additionally, Commissioner Harper also reinstated the 
Law Enforcement Division within the GDA for more 
serious situations. 

Violations 

& Penalties



Compliance &

Enforcement
• Advisory Letter

• Warning Letter

• Statewide Stop Sale

• Cease & Desist Order

• Administrative Action:

– Monetary Penalty

– License Revocation or 
Suspension



Recommendations

 Train all staff routinely

 Pesticide Safety, Drift 
Awareness, Equipment 
Calibration, etc.

 Maintain detailed and 
acute application 
records.

 Add wind speed and 
equipment logs for 
extra coverage. 

  Communicate with the 
public and neighbors, as 
needed.

 Be aware of sensitive 
sites.

 Beehives, Gardens, 
Water, etc

 Utilize Beecheck/ 
Fieldwatch program

 Avoid blooming plants 
and flowers.

 Use buffer zones as 
needed.
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