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Conference Schedule

• Monday, May 12th 2025 – Travel to DC

• Tuesday, May 13th 2025 – Prep Day

• Wednesday, May 14th 2025 – Capitol Hill Day 

• Thursday, May 15th 2025 – Return to GA



Advocacy vs. Lobbying

• Advocacy and lobbying share the common goal of promoting a cause or 
influencing public policy, but they differ in their approaches.

• Advocacy encompasses a broader range of activities, such as public education, 
community organizing, and providing information to policymakers. It aims to 
raise awareness and build support for an issue without directly influencing 
specific legislation.

• On the other hand, lobbying involves direct communication with policymakers 
to influence their decisions on specific legislation or regulations. While both are 
essential for driving change, advocacy focuses on building a foundation of 
support, while lobbying centers on direct engagement with policymakers to 
achieve specific legislative outcomes.

• While all lobbying is advocacy, not all advocacy is lobbying.
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Pre-Hill Preparations
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2025 Legislative Status Update 



• Update: Kay Hagan Tick Reauthorization Act

• This bipartisan legislation helps fund the research, surveillance, and operational tools we need to protect 
communities from vector-borne disease. Two Senate bills have been introduced to reauthorize the Kay Hagan Tick Act.

• • S. 2294: Reauthorizes the expiring provisions and raises the authorization levels.

• • S. 2398: A “straight” reauthorization includes no changes to funding amounts.

• • H.R. 4348 and S. 2398 are identical, and it’s reasonable to assume that S. 2398 is the more likely bill to move 
forward.

• In addition, we are making progress with building support for the Kay Hagan Tick Act.  S.2398 now has 16 cosponsors 
(10-D, 5-R, 1-I) and H.R.4348 has 17 cosponsors (13-D, 4-R). 

• While we would prefer the higher authorization levels in S. 2294, it’s unlikely that appropriators will increase actual 
funding. With this in mind, our advocacy efforts are on supporting the straight reauthorization in H.R. 4348/S. 2398, 
while still making it clear that higher authorization levels would be ideal.

• So what’s in the reauthorization? Here are the highlights:

• • Keeps the National Public Health Strategy going – ensuring HHS continues to update and implement a coordinated 
approach to vector-borne diseases.

• • Reauthorizes the Regional Centers of Excellence – funding cutting-edge science, training, and surveillance for 
another five years (funding is set to expire this year!).

• • Extends CDC grants to state and local health departments – supporting data collection, early detection, diagnosis, 
treatment, and public awareness efforts.
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• Update: FY 2026 Appropriations for VBD

• AMCA’s advocacy efforts have delivered results! The House and Senate have released report language for the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2026 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill, which funds 
the CDC and NIH. While the overall bill would make significant cuts to CDC’s top line, programs critical to our work are 
set to receive meaningful increases. Vector-Borne Disease funding would rise by $2 million, Lyme disease programs 
would gain $500,000, Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity (ELC) would see an additional $5 million, and Advanced 
Molecular Detection would increase by $10 million.

• The Senate report language included strong, targeted provisions for mosquito control, nearly identical to AMCA’s 
requests, with language supporting the use of VectorSurv. In contrast, the House report language did not contain 
specific VectorSurv provisions and instead placed the majority of attention on tick-borne diseases.

• Despite these differences, this is a great step forward with positive language appearing in both chambers. The Senate 
report aligns closely with AMCA’s advocacy goals, while the House report reflects favorable, though less specific, 
support. Both the House and Senate bills have already cleared committee consideration and the next step is 
reconciling their two versions of the appropriations bill. 

• With the preferred language already included, no additional advocacy is required from members at this time — a sign 
that your continued engagement and support are making a real difference on Capitol Hill! 
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Any Questions?
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